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LITURGY ASSESSMENT TOOL 
 

 
Some Principles for Liturgy 

 
Questions for Liturgy Assessment 

1. Full, conscious and active participation is 

paramount. 

“The Church earnestly desires that all the faithful be led 

to that full, conscious, and active participation in 

liturgical celebrations called for by the very nature of 

the liturgy.  . . . In the reform and promotion of the 

liturgy, this full and active participation by all the 

people is the aim to be considered before all else.” 

(Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, #14) (emphasis 

added) 

1.  How does this celebration foster “full, conscious 

and active participation”? 

 the manner in which people are greeted and 

made to feel a necessary part 

 the manner of the presider 

 the way the ritual actively engages the assembly 

and elicits responses 

 the ease of use of the worship aids 

 the familiarity or ease of use and appropriateness 

of the music 

2. What we do and the way we do it should make 

the structure of the liturgy clear. 

When the structure of the liturgy is clear, its purpose is 

more evident. The more evident the purpose, the closer 

the liturgy will come to achieving it.  

Structural elements include:   

 the context of the celebration within the 

liturgical year   

 the physical environment 

 the use and selection of music 

 the relative importance of primary and 

secondary symbols and actions 

2.  How clear is the structure of the liturgy? 

 is it evident what season of the liturgical year is 

being observed? 

 does the arrangement of the space make clear  

the relative roles of the assembly and the other 

ministers? 

 does the arrangement of the space make clear  

the relationship between Word and Sacrament? 

 does the use and selection of music underscore 

the primary actions? 

 do the primary symbols stand out? 

 is there “clutter” that obscures the essential 

elements of the celebration? 

3. Liturgical ministers are members of the 

assembly. 

This has implications for their level of participation in 

the liturgy as a whole as well as their self-

understanding as ministers. 

3.  Is it evident that the liturgical ministers are 

members of the assembly? 

 how does their physical location support this 

principle? 

 do they pray and participate along with  

everyone else? 

 is it evident that the assembly is also liturgical 

minister? 

4. Liturgical ministers are to minister. 

Liturgical ministers need to understand their role, to 

prepare, and to practice. This preparation frees them up 

to be open to the movement of the Spirit as they 

minister. 

4.  How effectively do the liturgical ministers perform 

their ministry? 

 how well do they appear to understand their 

role? 

 do they seem well-prepared? 

 does their ministry point beyond themselves and 

allow God’s presence to be experienced? 

5. Know what your actions signify. 

Often, our actions take on a meaning beyond what we 

intend. Before doing something a certain way, be 

reasonably sure what that action will signify to others. 

Be aware of how our actions support the liturgy at each 

moment. 

5.  What signs are there that the liturgy preparation 

team has thought through the significance of the 

ritual actions? 

 do the actions and prayers “make sense”? 

 do the actions and prayers support the intention 

of the liturgy at that moment? 

 

 

  



6. Make appropriate use of the options given in the 

ritual. 

Often, we fail to take advantage of the choices we have 

in the Missal. On the other hand, some have made up 

their own options simply because they “like it that 

way.” The responsible course of action is always to 

refer to the appropriate resources before instituting a 

new practice. Appropriate resources include the ritual 

texts and a working knowledge of the traditions of the 

local community and the Church at large. 

6.  Is appropriate use made of the ritual options? 

 are the riches of the Roman Missal opened to the 

community over the course of time, or are the 

ritual choices limited? 

 are the symbols allowed to speak for themselves 

or are they overwhelmed by wordy explanations? 

 does the community understand why certain 

ritual choices have been made? 

7. Think of liturgy as a work of art. 

Our liturgies are complex acts of praise and 

thanksgiving, with patterns of dialog, rhythms, and a 

sense of ebb and flow. Their celebration calls for the 

hand of the artist rather than that of the efficiency 

expert. 

7.  Is the liturgy aesthetically appealing? 

 do the liturgical symbols possess a simple and 

attractive beauty and show the artist’s hand? 

 were ritual actions performed and liturgical 

objects used effectively? 

 does the liturgy appeal to the senses? 

8. Liturgy and life are intertwined, not opposed 

and not mutually exclusive. 

The liturgy unaffected by the life of the community is 

dry and sterile; the life uninfluenced by liturgy is 

missing an essential sense of direction. The purpose of 

liturgy is summed up in the Dismissal: “Go, you are 

sent.”  

8.  What signs are there that this liturgy relates to the 

life of the community and of the individuals within it? 

 did I leave with a sense of nourishment? 

 did I leave with a clear picture of what the gospel 

mandate was? 

 did I feel challenged or comforted, as 

appropriate, by the homily? the music?  

the readings? the other people? 

 did I leave with a sense that I need to do this 

again? 

 did we leave with a sense of being sent to 

accomplish something? 

 


